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Essay 4: Land Stewardship and Sustainability 

The Future Awaits


The Talloires Declaration is a ten-step plan made by university leaders throughout the world who united in an effort to maintain the sustainability of the natural environment through higher education. An international conference was held in Talloires, France, in October of 1990, where twenty-two voices of university administrators were heard expressing their concerns about the world’s condition. Together they created a document that laid out the plans universities make to provide a more sustainable future. As a result, more than three hundred college presidents and chancellors from over forty countries proudly signed the Declaration and became a part of the Association of University Leaders for a Sustainable Future (ULSF).


The Talloires Declaration centrally claims that immediate actions must be taken to tackle the environmental problems that continue to destroy the world we live in. The Declaration also claims that institutions of higher learning play a major role in educating the earth’s citizens as to how humanity is negatively affecting the environment. The Declaration further states that University leaders can influence students by explaining the seriousness of the problem, while allowing them to participate in active programs and research projects. Moreover, university leaders must prepare their institutions to respond with exigency to the challenge of correcting the aggravating problems in our world. 

The Declaration lists ten specific actions universities can take towards establishing new programs to promote sustainability and develop environmentally responsible citizens. By signing the Declaration, institutions agree to accomplish the following:

1. Explicitly deal with the environmental problems to form a responsive society.

2. Influence other institutions to teach their students about the sustainability movement and provide them with effective research programs and projects to better the future environment.

3. Teach to develop conscientious students and citizens of the natural world.

4. Develop new training techniques that will serve to produce better instructors to teach “environmental literacy.”

5. Carry out conservationism as a university by eliminating litter by picking up garbage and recycling.

6. Involve outside groups and government associations in the area and persuade them to help in improving the environment.

7. Create new study and research programs of different subjects by interacting with professional environmentalists in order to reach sustainability in the years to come.

8. Team with grammar schools and high schools to increase the education of environmental issues.

9. Communicate with other universities, nationally and internationally, to face the universal challenge of reaching a sustainable future.

10. Continue to follow the Declaration by working together as a group to “Maintain the Movement.” 

As supporting evidence for this claim, the authors’ of the Talloires Declaration point out how the environment is negatively affected by the pollution of water; the handling and mishandling of toxic wastes; the wasteful destruction of forest land and other natural resources; the deterioration of the ozone layer and green house gases, and the way they threaten the survival of humans, plants and animals; moreover, the way all of these will have a direct impact on our descendents. The authors further state that these changes are caused by environmentally unsound “production and consumption” that continues to destroy the planet.


The writers of the Talloires Declaration appropriately sway the readers’ emotions through the use of intense word usage. The writers begin by saying they are “deeply concerned” with the ecological matters on earth. They tug at the readers emotions again using negative words and phrases such as, “unprecedented scale and speed of environmental pollution,” “degradation,” and “depletion of natural resources,” all of which successfully stab at the heart of the reader. The writers also mention the harmful effects of green house gases and global warming, indicating how this irresponsibility has unhelpfully contributed to changes in the environment. Again the readers’ feelings are targeted and they may even think about the way global warming presently affects weather patterns. As the readers’ heads become filled with unpleasant thoughts, the writers of the Declaration fruitfully grab at the readers’ emotions, swaying them to agree with their assertion. 


The declarers of the Declaration do an excellent job of establishing their credibility in the document. First, the writers gain recognition by beginning the document with the bold-typed words, “We, the presidents, rectors, and vice chancellors of universities from all regions of the world….” In doing this, the reader notices that the signatories come from many different areas of the world, are educators, and hold high positions at their universities. Next, they further influence the readers by pointing out their understanding of the current environmental problems that the world is experiencing. Last, the writers establish credibility once more by listing their names, universities, and office positions.


The Talloires Declaration provides the reader with a sufficient amount of logical evidence, considering its short length. I was persuaded by the writers’ use of logos because the facts were informative and effective in swaying my feelings. I completely agree that universities need to become more aware of the environmental problems our world faces. Already I am more aware of the ecological problems and find myself identifying them more often, when they used to go unnoticed. For example, an empty Styrofoam cup rolling around on the ground never bothered me until candy wrappers and plastic bags joined it, increasing the amount of litter that fills our streets, creek beds, and fields. I also found the Declaration more convincing when I read that over 300 university presidents and chancellors already signed the document, and Cal Poly’s President Baker is amongst that group. The writers established credibility in an appropriate and successful manner, allowing me to concur even further. It is a combination of the leaders’ educational credibility and knowledge of the current environmental state that support the influence they have on universities to work towards creating a more sustainable future.

